
 CHS AUTUMN TOUR  
SOMERSET & MONMOUTHSHIRE  

WITH HERITAGE TOURING 
5 – 8 SEPTEMBER 2022  

3 nights at the Castle Hotel, Taunton: a 4 star family-owned hotel set in an old Norman fortress, 
in the heart of town with excellent accommodation and a good restaurant. 

Monday 5 September:  
Depart from Aberystwyth.  Our first garden will be  Llanover. A fascinating and unusual private 
garden created in the eighteenth century by the ancestor of the current owners. The Rhyd-y-Meirch 
stream tumbles through the gently sloping 15 acre garden creating ponds, channels, rills and 
cascades. Numerous herbaceous borders full of complimentary colours, textures and shapes provide 
beauty and interest throughout the seasons. Seven generations of the family have carefully placed 
unusual trees and shrubs to give memorable views.  Lunch stop will be made after the visit before 
continuing to Taunton. 

Tuesday 6 September:   
The first garden will be The Bishops Palace Garden at Wells Cathedral, an RHS Partner Garden.  
Hidden within the ancient ramparts and protected by the moat, 14 acres of stunning, tranquil gardens 
to visit in the heart of the city and at this time of year a magnificent collection of the Bishop Dahlias.  
Continue to Kilver Court - Concealed away behind vast stone textile mills and beautifully framed 
by the sweeping curve of Charlton Viaduct these gardens are an unexpected gem.  They include a 
formal parterre, subtropical island and an extensive herbaceous border filled with numerous plant 
varieties.  Finally a private visit to a garden we all would aspire to achieve – Batcombe House.  
Garden designer Libby Russell has spent 16 years developing her own Somerset garden, unifying 
two distinct halves within a valley, filling it with year-round colour, the result being an absolutely 
stunning and very beautiful garden with fantastic plant interest.        

Wednesday 7 September:   
The morning starts with a visit to Yews Farm.   A one acre theatrical planting in a walled topiary 
garden with outsized plants, cottage garden planting, sculptural plants for height, shape, leaf and 
texture, organic kitchen garden, hens, pigs and cider.  Then The Newt: ever changing with new 
plantings and more garden interest year on year. This incredible transformation of what was Hadspen 
is extraordinary.   The incarnation has been created by Italo-French architect Patrice Taravella, who 
believes a garden should be both beautiful and useful. Mixing ornamental and productive elements 
with formal planting and beautifully laid out kitchen gardens whilst retaining some of the traditional 
planting to acknowledge the part paid by the previous renowned garden owners.  At the core sits the 
D-shaped Parabola, a walled garden concealing an apple tree Baroque-style maze.  Every apple 
growing county in England is represented, with trees intricately trained to form curious shapes.   The 
diverse woodland has an incredible aerial walk way through the tree canopy leading to the museum 
“The Story of Gardening”.  A pre-ordered picnic lunch will be provided.   

Thursday 8 September:  
 On the return journey to Aberystwyth two lovely Monmouthshire gardens and a quick lunch in Usk.  
Wyndcliffe Court Gardens.  The Grade II* listed Arts and Crafts style country house was 
completed in 1922.  The exceptional and unaltered gardens were designed by Henry Avray Tipping 
in the Arts and Crafts 'Italianate' style. Stone summerhouse, yew hedging and topiary, sunken garden 
terracing and steps with lily pond and a recently replanted rose garden.  Then a contrast of a 
plantsman’s paradise - Highfield Farm. A garden created by two talented plants-people with some 
very tempting plant sales!  This is a garden defined by its plants with many rarities, densely planted 
over two acres and superb views of the Welsh hills. 



Tour price £780 per person. 
Excludes drinks, extras at the hotel or travel insurance. 
Single supplement :  £49 per night (£147) 
(Double rooms for sole occupancy) 
Non-refundable deposit £175 

Tour price includes: 
3 nights’ accommodation with breakfast and dinner at the Castle Hotel. 
All garden entries, one light lunch and one picnic. 
Coach from R J Jones Aberystwyth 
We shall be accompanied by Charlotte Strutt. 

In order to reserve your place, please contact Charlotte directly at Heritage Touring: either by 
email or telephone, and then forward a completed booking form with either:  
 A cheque/card details  
  or  
 Make a BACS transfer  
    for the deposit of £175 per person to secure your place.   

The booking form is a separate download from the CHS website and can be scanned and emailed or 
sent as an image from your mobile if you prefer. Hard copy confirmation will then be sent to you and 
final details will be sent with receipt of your final payment a month before the tour. 

In these somewhat testing times, Heritage Touring reserve to right to adjust or alter the itinerary 
should it be necessary, but every effort  will be made to maintain the high standard of content that 
guests who come on our tours expect.’ 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Charlotte by phone on 01794342249 or 
email: tours@heritagetouring.co.uk 

mailto:tours@heritagetouring.co.uk



